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meanwhile he had to take precautions against
pursuit by Xelson and also against Cochrapxe's
squadron already in the locality. Loath to com-
mit himself to any major operation^ Villeneuve
spent a fortnight capturing the Diamond Roci
held by 100 British seamen. Suddenly fresh
orders arrived from Bonaparte, stating that two
of the line would soon join him from Rochefort
and that thirty-five days afterwards he was to
return from the West Indies to Ferrol. While
waiting he was to capture as many British islands
as possible. Realising that lie had so far been
wasting his time., Villeneuve made all speed to
collect troops at Guadeloupe for an attack on
Barbuda. On 6th June he was well on his way
and had just passed Antigua when he captured
a British convoy and from the prisoners learnt
the alarming news that Xelson had reached
Barbados. Faced with a combination of Nelson
and Cochrane3 and being now more than 100
miles north of his base, with scanty stores and a
grossly incompetent squadron of Spanish allies3
Villeneuve decided that he must sail for Europe
at once. Hastily shovelling the local troops into
frigates, he swept past Barbuda with his battle
fleet, and on loth June was well out in the
Atlantic.
Villeneuve had had a clear start from Europe
of tMry-two days and had taken thirty-four days
to cross the Atlantic. That is to say, he had
reached Martinique only three days after Nelson
left Europe. Yet Nelson3 despite the bad con-
dition of his ships, had gained ten days on the
crossing and had reached Barbados on 4th June.
Here he received definite information that